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1

NO FORWARDING ADDRESS

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION OF GREENLAND

Greenland, the world’s biggest island, is definable and real, although it is
a remote place to most people even now and obviously was even more
so in the days before aviation. Reaching from latitude 59° 46’N at Cape
Farewell in the south to 83° 39N, Greenland covers almost 840,000
square miles and is surrounded by some of the world’s most dangerous
seas, which is why its island nature was not confirmed until a piecemeal
circumnavigation had been completed early in the twentieth century.
Ashore, the landscape is equally intimidating with its huge proportions,
its immense distances and its massive spine of granite running
north—south to a height of two and three kilometres, weighed down by
a vast ice sheet between two and three kilometres thick. In conjunction
with the Arctic climate that prevails over the entire island, this towering,
ice-crowned ridge is in large part responsible for the sudden and
extreme changes in weather for which Greenland is known.' Despite
these awesome features, Greenland nurtures beautiful, resilient flowers
(Fig. 4) and is a botanist’s delight as the home of around five hundred
wild species of vascular plants, including five types of exquisite small
orchids. It is also a geologist’s paradise.

Geologically speaking, Greenland is essentially a part of North America,
separated from it in the north only by the narrow Smith Sound. To the
east, its nearest neighbour is volcanic Iceland, which the medieval Norse
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THE LAST VIKINGS

Fig.4  Fireweed (Chamaenerion latifolium), ubiquitous in Greenland, is the
country’s hardy and beautiful national flower

began to settle in AD 870, completing the initial process in about sixty
years. After that time, it became difficult for newcomers to claim good land,
which was one reason why the feisty Norwegian-born Icelander Eirik ‘the
Red’ Thorvaldsson, when setting out to found a colony in Greenland, was
accompanied by a number of Icelandic families ready to clear new land.

THE PUSH WESTWARDS

It indicates tremendous energy and momentum that the comparatively
rapid colonisation of Iceland and Greenland took place while the Norse
were also tightening their grip on Ireland, England and Scotland.
Norsemen from those islands were in fact among the earliest settlers in
Iceland; others came directly from Scandinavia, primarily from areas in
western Norway that were little able to sustain a growing population.
That included Jeren in the southwest, where Eirik the Red Thorvaldsson
appears to have grown up.’

Eirik spearheaded the Norse settlement of Greenland just before AD
990, and the colony endured for about five centuries. Discussions abound
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NO FORWARDING ADDRESS

about what happened during that half millennium, because it is a
complex topic that involves both modern archaeological reports and a
miscellany of early written sources.

Ari the Learned’s Islendingabdk (Book of the Icelanders), which begins
by describing Iceland’s early settlement around AD 870, includes a brief
account of Greenland’s colonisation, the oldest known reference to Eirik
the Red’s ambitious undertaking. The description was based on what Ari
had learned from his own uncle, Thorkell Gellison, whom he had good
reason to trust.

The country called Greenland was discovered and colonised from
Iceland. A man called Eirikr the Red, from Breioafjor ur, went there and
took possession of land in the district which has since been called
Eiriksfjor ur. He gave the country a name and called it Greenland, and
said that people would be more eager to go there if it had an attractive
name. They found there human habitations, both in the eastern and
western parts of the country, and fragments of skin boats and stone
implements, from which it can be concluded that the people who had
been there before were of the same kind as those who inhabit Vinland and
whom the Greenlanders call Skrelings. He began colonising the country
fourteen or fifteen winters before Christianity came to Iceland [985 or
986] according to what a man who had gone there with Eirikr the Red
told Thorkell Gellison in Greenland.’

Like many other Icelandic sagas, our two most important sources — the
‘Saga of Eirik the Red’ and the ‘Saga of the Greenlanders’ — were based
on oral traditions, and both were written down in the early thirteenth
century.* That prompts the question of how reliable Norse oral history
would have been after the passage of two centuries, especially when
both sagas give evidence of influence by the intellectual currents of the
anonymous authors’ own time. Fortunately, it has become increasingly
clear that the Norse were able to preserve oral genealogies and family
traditions for many generations, a good example being a boastful runic
inscription in the Orkney megalithic tomb of Maeshowe: “These runes
were carved by the best rune-master in the western ocean, with the ax
that belonged to Gauk Trandilsson in the southern part of the country
[Iceland]. The inscription dates from the winter of 1153-54, when a
group of Norse raiders harrying in the Hebrides had sought shelter
inside the howe, and the boast was the work of Thorhall Asgrimsson, the
great-great-great-grandson of the man responsible for Gauk Trandilsson’s
death as described in ‘Njal’s Saga’’

Commentaries on the sparse source material we have to work with
are as plentiful as they are easily outdated. Fortunately, the primary sources
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themselves do not alter, only the light by which each generation of
scholars reads them. A sharper distinction between commentaries and
sources would probably have minimised current problems in
discussions about the Norse in Greenland and North America. Students of
Norse Greenland may trace a number of woes to the 1837 Copenhagen
publication of Carl Christian Rafn and Finn Magnusen’s Antiquitates
Americanae. Written in Icelandic with Latin and Danish translations, it
was a compendium of sources the authors hoped would help with the
understanding of medieval Norse activities in Greenland and North
America, and it had an English summary that widened its potential
readership considerably. It was deservedly welcomed on both sides of
the Atlantic. Unfortunately, the volume’s publication also encouraged
scholars and non-scholars alike to speculate rather freely about the Norse
in North America and Greenland, because the compilers asserted that an
old, round tower in Newport, Rhode Island had been constructed as a
medieval Norse church and thus demonstrated a successful and enduring
Norse presence in that area throughout the Middle Ages.® This structure
and other supposedly Norse creations have fed a cult history that is much
too fat and happy to die of its own accord, and which the ‘Postscript’
discusses in conjunction with the Vinland Map and other dubious
creations credited to the medieval Norse.

Problems also arise from the fact that modern archaeologists working
in Greenland — usually under very difficult conditions — have had an extra
cross to bear in the form of unskilled, early digs in Norse Greenland ruin
sites. For example, when it transpired that there was an ancient Norse
graveyard on the Herjolfsness site (in the southernmost reaches of the
main Norse settlement), a Danish commercial assistant named Ove Kielsen
excavated there for two and a half days in 1839 and found some wooden
crosses, a skull with blond hair still attached, and a garment identified as
a ‘sailor’s jacket’ but later shown to be part of a medieval man’s gown.
After receiving a stipend of four pounds sterling as a reward for his work
so far, Kielsen hired twenty-four men to work for five more days, during
which time they dug up a large part of the churchyard to a depth of two
or three feet. Their efforts, which constituted sheer vandalism by today’s
standards, turned up a number of modest objects, in varying states of
preservation, which experts back in Copenhagen deemed worthless.”

One of the things learned since the mid-nineteenth century is that
the medieval North Atlantic expansion, which resulted in the Norse
Greenland colony, preserved a remarkable cultural affinity among all the
Norse societies around the North Atlantic and the North Sea. At the same
time, settlers in their various new island homes very soon came to regard
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NO FORWARDING ADDRESS

themselves as denizens of their new homelands, not of Norway. This
two-edged situation gives added significance to contemporaneous
comments on Greenland found in the Historia Norvegiee, and also to
statements in the Konungsskuggsjd (King’s Mirror).

Both books recognised that not the least of a mariner’s perils was the
chance of getting lost at sea. The Historia Norvegie relates that some
Icelandic sailors encountered fog while returning home from Norway and
drifted so far off course that they had no idea where they were. When the
weather finally cleared, they reportedly observed land between Greenland
and Biarmaland, the Norse name for the White Sea region and beyond.
There, they vowed, they had seen marvellously large men, and on a nearby
island there were maidens who reportedly became pregnant from drinking
sea water. Having delivered these sops to standard medieval lore, the
Historia’s author retreated into contemporaneous geographical ideas and
explained that beyond those marvel-lands, and separated from them by
icebergs, one would find Greenland, which Icelanders had settled.
Greenland forms Europe’s outer boundary to the west, the author
explained, and it reaches all the way towards the African Islands where
the Great Ocean flows in. Dredging his mind for further information, he
added that far to the north of the Greenland Norse settlements live a race
of short people whom hunters call Skraelings, and who make their weapons
from walrus tusks and sharp stones because they lack iron.*

In the King’s Mirror, after the father had cautioned his son that an
aspiring merchant must be prepared for many vicissitudes, whether at
sea or in heathen countries, he provided a description of Ireland taken
straight from the writings of Gerald of Wales (about 1146—-1223), praising
the island’s mild climate in which people need no clothes even in winter
and averring that Ireland is so holy that neither snakes nor toads are found
there. Those who venture farther north would need to take care, however,
the father admonished, because the Greenland Sea is prone to hafgerdingar
(probably tsunamis) and features many monsters, including the margygr
with long hands and the large-breasted upper body of a woman, but with
a man’s long hair and beard. They had not been seen very frequently, the
father believed, but ‘people have stories to tell about them, so men must
have seen or caught sight of them’ Rather more useful to traders would
be the rostungr (walrus) found in Greenland waters and described as a
species of seal, with two big tusks in its upper jaw yielding ivory, and
with tough hide which, when cut into strips, provided strong ropes. Along
with various kinds of animal skins, those products made Greenland a
worthwhile destination for a trader willing to brave the perils of that
northern sea, including the frightful ice off Greenland’s east and northeast
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coasts. The father nevertheless wanted his son to know that while the
country provided good conditions for man and beast, few people lived
there, and few went there to visit. Those who did so, wanted to satisfy
their curiosity, to win fame, and to gain wealth by means of a trade from
which one might expect a good profit in a place that ‘lies so distant from
other countries that men seldom visit it”’

MODERN VOICES OF GLOOM AND DOOM

Home to barely 65,000 people, Greenland is sparsely populated even today,
and the Norse of a thousand years ago would have amounted to mere
specks in that huge landscape. Of the twenty-five open, square-rigged
ships that set out on Eirik’s colonising venture some time between AD
986 and 990, laden with emigrants and their belongings, only fourteen
made it all the way to Greenland after a crossing that caused some to
perish and forced others to return home. However, that was sufficient to
start the main colony in the southwest (the Eastern Settlement) and a
satellite colony (the Western Settlement) some 400 miles farther north —
the latter name reflecting the settlers’ awareness that the Greenland west
coast veers noticeably west as it runs north. Recent scientific evidence has
confirmed that both of the Greenland Norse settlements were populated
around AD 1000."

To a man and woman, those pioneers were accustomed to hard,
physical work and to conditions in the Far North, where the struggle for
existence was an even greater challenge than in the rest of medieval
Europe, and they were determined to create a society where their
inherited hunting, fishing and farming culture could continue to flourish.
Expert at exploiting the natural resources of the Far North, they emigrated
to Greenland precisely because of that country’s rich resources, and they
were obviously successful, given that five centuries passed before smoke
no longer rose above the turf-covered roofs of their settlements.

Although the duration of the Norse tenure in Greenland equals the
length of time that has passed since the European ‘rediscovery’ of America,
their venture is almost without exception seen as having failed in some
way. Despite their proven ability to survive in such a challenging
environment for half a millennium, they have routinely been portrayed
in posterity as tragic victims of external circumstances exacerbated by
their own shortcomings, and there have been many explanations for why
a doomed society supposedly developed from the sturdy seeds planted by
Eirik the Red. Suggestions include genetic deterioration, malnutrition,
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incompetent resource exploitation, fatal skirmishes with encroaching
Inuit, failure to learn from the Inuit, pestilence brought from Europe,
pirates descending from Europe, isolation from Europe, the breakdown of
an already fragile social order, an eastward return to Iceland and Norway
and last, but certainly not least, climate change.

In his 2005 bestseller Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed,
the American author Jared Diamond makes Norse Greenland his poster
child for societal failure and states unequivocally: ‘Greenland Norse society
collapsed completely: Its thousands of inhabitants starved to death, were
killed in civil unrest or in war against an enemy, or emigrated, until
nobody remained alive. Their society was doomed from within and
without, Diamond writes. He suggests that we may learn from studying
that society’s collapse because, in his view, many of our own problems
are broadly similar to those which the Norse Greenlanders faced because
of their ‘unintended ecological suicide’ and general lack of foresight,
as well as due to poor adjustment to Greenlandic conditions. Norse
Greenland society provides our most complex case of prehistoric collapse,
Diamond believes, adding that it also represents the case for which we
have the most information, given that it was ‘a well-understood, literate
European society’."

Certainly, the Norse Greenlanders were European, but their literacy
rate remains unmeasured and unmeasurable, and their society is not
particularly well understood even now. Public misconceptions about Norse
Greenland abound, including about the developments which Diamond
considers likely to have caused the Norse Greenlanders’ self-inflicted
demise: ‘environmental damage, climate change, loss of friendly contacts
with Norway, rise of hostile contacts with the Inuit, and the political,
economic, social and cultural setting of the Greenland Norse."* There is
clearly a call to examine both current knowledge about the political,
economic, social, and cultural setting of Norse Greenland, and the fatal
deficiencies supposedly besetting this European outpost and distant
beacon of the medieval Roman Church. Two questions invite themselves:
what was the Norse Greenlanders’ fate in fact? And do the proposed
contributing circumstances stand up to scrutiny?

Common sense suggests that erosion and changes in the climate would
not in themselves have caused an entrenched population to vanish while
there was still food on the land and in the sea. Medieval Icelanders had
environmental problems similar to the Greenlanders’ and suffered
calamitous volcanic eruptions besides, but they survived and recovered
from every disaster, including the Black Death, which finally reached
Iceland in 1402. There is no evidence at all that the Black Death ever
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invaded Greenland. Nor should one suppose that the Greenlanders, being
of the same sturdy stock as the Icelanders, had less ability to cope with
weather fluctuations by the late fifteenth century, or less will to live, than
either their ancestors who had accompanied Eirik the Red or their
contemporaries in Iceland.

Prompted by current discussions about global warming, the climate
situation at the time of the Norse Greenlanders’ colonial tenure
nevertheless crops up frequently and terms like the ‘Medieval Warm
Period’ and the ‘Little Ice Age’ are tossed about rather too freely. Although
the ‘Little Ice Age’ was not an observable phenomenon in the far northwest
until just before 1700, in writings about Norse Greenland the term has
often been applied to a period beginning as early as about 1350, when
there was a cooling trend interrupted by several periods of milder weather.
Although much of the ‘information’ about that cooling trend derives from
misinterpretations of supposedly fourteenth-century sailing directions to
Greenland, which suffer heavily from seventeenth-century interpolations,
they have strongly influenced interpretations of complex climate data from
that vast region.

Recent climate research, which indicates that cold and/or erratic
weather affected the Eastern Settlement during a period prior to the
colony’s desertion, has prompted renewed suggestions that a worsening
climate contributed in a major way to the Norse Greenlanders’
disappearance. Such cause-and-effect reasoning is meaningless when we
know neither the exact time of the Eastern Settlement’s closing down
nor the relationship between the climate at any time and the medieval
inhabitants’ situation — or indeed how they responded to climate
variability. What we do know is that around AD 1000, average
temperatures in southwestern Greenland were about the same as around
2000, and that the millennium in between saw many climate fluctuations.
The big climate changes that allow forestry and agriculture on an
unprecedented scale have come after 2000, with Greenland’s experiencing
a warming with no known parallel in the preceding thousand years, not
even at the tail end of the Medieval Warm Period when Eirik the Red and
his pioneers cleared the first farms in their new colony. Palaeo-botanical
studies of seeds and other plant remains from both the Eastern and
Western Settlements show that while the Norse could cultivate hardy root
crops and that they had managed to grow flax, they were unable to raise
even the hardiest grain to maturity.”

Another persistent explanation for the end of the Norse Greenland
colony is that severed contact with Norway around 1400 must inevitably
have struck a mortal blow to the Norse Greenlanders’ existence. However,
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the Eastern Settlement lasted for a century or a century and a half after
the rupture of formal Norwegian connections, which suggests that the
experience was quite bearable. The question of Norway’s role in the Norse
Greenlanders’ lives is nevertheless a weighty one and will be taken up in
various contexts in later chapters.

What is beyond dispute is that the Norse Greenlanders did vanish.
Recent archaeological investigations indicate that the Western Settlement
closed down around 1400 (not around 1350, as is usually claimed) and
that, except for a few possible stragglers, the Norse inhabitants had left
the Eastern Settlement by about 1500. Even the best available historical
and archaeological information fails to illuminate either the circumstances
or the timing of the decisions to close down these communities. Nobody
witnessed the departure of the Norse Greenlanders, and nobody knows
why they left and where they went.
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Bjarni Herjolfsson xii, 21-22, 45,
47,212,214
Bjorn Brynjolfsson hinn riki 125-27
Bjorn Einarsson ‘Jerusalemfarer’
vii, xiii, 114-16, 119, 125-30,
134-35, 141, 155
Bjorn Jénsson from Skarosd
(1574-1655) xix, 70, 89, 189-90,
192-93, 195
Bjorn Thorleifsson 155
Bjornbo, Axel Anton (1874-1911)
64-66, 170-71
Black Death vii, viii, 9-10, 95, 97,
111, 118, 125-29, 138, 166, 208,
see also Diseases
Blefken, Dithmar (fl. 1563—1608)
191-92
Blindheim, Charlotte (1917-2005)
10607
Blubber — see Oil and blubber
Bondage — see Slaves
Bog iron — see Iron; Metalworking
Book of the Icelanders xviii, 5, 14
Book of Settlements 23
Boorstin, Daniel (1914-2004) 64
Borg, Lofoten (Norway) 107-08
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Boston, Massachusetts 165

Brand Halldérsson 141, 151

Brattahlid v, ix, 21, 23-24, 26-29,
31, 49, 54, 56-57, 79-80, 82, 98,
111, see also Eirik ‘the Red’
Thorvaldsson; Greenland, Norse

Braunschweig 156

Brazil, Isle of 157

Breidafjord (Iceland) 5, 15

Bremen 156, see also Adam of
Bremen

Bristol viii, ix, 143, 152-53, 15657,
16768, 17682

British Library 2, 196, 212

British Museum 205, 211-13

Bronze 71

Brown, Katherine L. 213, see also
Vinland Map

Bruges — See Brussels

Brunel, Oliver (fl. late-16th century)
194

Brussels 103, 110, 186

Brynjolf hinn riki 125-27

Buchwald, Vagn Fabritius 147

Buildings and building customs
25-29, 38, 52, 58, 81-82, 98-99,
111-12, 131-32, 164, 216, 230
n. 24

Burials and burial customs 6, 23,
28, 54,59, 71, 83-84, 100, 103,
109-10, 116, 118, 138, 140,
145, 154, 158-62, 175, 187, 194,
198, 215

Burgundy, Duke of (Philip II ‘the
Bold’1342-1404), 102

Butternuts (white walnuts) 51

Cabot, John (ca. 1450-?) xiv, 157,
168, 177-79, 182, 187

Cabot, Sebastian (1474?—1557?) 168,
177-79

Caithness 205

Campbell (clan) 133
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Canada iv, xii, 2, 42, 46—47, 59,
62-63, 69, 71-72, 75, 202, 210,
217, see also Helluland;
Markland; Newfoundland;
Vinland

Canterbury xii, 17, 77, 142

Cantino, Alberto (fl. ca. 1500)
174

Cape Farewell 16, 114, 143, 173, 184,
191, 195, 200

Cartier, Jacques (1491-1557) 210

Carus-Wilson, Eleanora Mary
(1897-1977) 152

Cathay — see Northwest Passage

Celts ix, 78

Ceramics — see Pottery

Champlain, Samuel de (1567?-1635)
217, see also Norumbega

Chess 104

Chesterton windmill, Warwickshire
207

Christianity xviii, 5, 27-29, 40, 52—
53,59, 63, 67,74, 76-79, 84-85,
90, 95, 98-100, 119-20, 134,
137,152, 158-59, 161-62, 197,
199, 208, see also Church of
Rome; Missionaries

Church bells 18

Church Council of Lyon 90

Church of Rome xviii, 6, 52, 64,
74-77,79, 83-99, see also
Christianity

Clark, Robin J. H. 213, see also
Vinland Map

Climate 3, 7, 9-10, 20, 30-31, 33,
36, 55,58, 114, 128, 137,
163-64, 181, 201

Clocks 17-18

Clothes and clothing — see Textiles

Cnoyen, Jacobus of ‘s-
Hertogenbosch (fl. 1360s), 68—
69,112

Coins 59,90, 107, 111
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Columbus, Christopher (ca. 1451—
1506) xiv, 64, 169, 203-04, 209

Conversion — see Christianity

Cook, Andrew 2

Cook, James (1728-79) 205

Copenhagen xix, 6, 39, 42, 112, 154,
156, 159, 168, 186, 192, 194—
96, 200

Copper 71, see also Metalworking

Corte Real (Jodao Vaz, Gaspar,
Miguel and Vasco Annes)
172-78

Cows — see Farming

Crantz, David (fl. 1760s) 214—15,
see also Vinland Map

‘Crocker Land’ 16

Crucifixes 100, 147

Cult history — see Fakes; Myths

Cunningham, John (1575-1651)
xiv, 195-96

Cyprus 155

Dédi Brynjolfsson 127

Dairying and dairy products, 21, 26,
32,33, 35,37, 39,54, 57,102,
154, 164

Danell, David (fl. 1650s) xv, 198

Danish Chronicle 188, 197

Davis, John (1550-1605) 46, 196

Davis Strait 46-48, 60, 69, 84, 168—
69, 172-74, 178,182, 197

De Barcelos, Pedro (fl. 1490s) 176—
78, 180

De la Peyrere, Isaac (1596-1676)
168

De la Rocque, Jean Frangois (1500—
60) 216, see also Norumbega

Dee, John (1527-1608) 68, 169, 204

Denmark xii—xiv, xviii, 12, 14, 75,
87,98, 104, 106, 107, 113, 124,
136, 140, 145, 148-49, 152-53,
155,160, 162, 171-72, 185-87,
190, 193-94, 196-97, 208
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‘Description of Greenland’ — see
Ivar Bardsson

Diamond, Jared 9, 35-36, 39, 41,
163,222 n. 2,223 n. 14 and 15,
see also Greenland, Norse;
Norse, people

Diet 10, 21, 26, 29, 32-36, 41, 42,
see also Dairying and dairy
products

Dieppe 69, 216

Dighton Rock 207, see also Myths

Diseases 35, 37, 117-19, 129, 135,
154, 165, 181, 199, see also
Black Death

Disko Island, Bay ix, 42, 43, 44, 49,
112,196

DNA research 78, 202

Dorset — see Native peoples

Drifting off — see Navigation

Dutch East India Company 190

Dyrhélaey 139-40

Dyveke Sigbritsdaughter (?— 1517)
186

Eastern Settlement — see
Greenland
Edwards, Kevin 2, 163-64
Egede, Hans (1686-1758) viii, xv,
198
Egil’s saga 105-06
Egil Skallagrimsson 106
Finar (settler at Gardar) 21, 23, 24,
82
Einar Bjornsson 157
Einar Sokkason 31, 80, 82, 108
Eindride Andreasson (priest) 70
Eirik Hakonsson, earl (963 — ?) xii,
22,48
Eirik ‘the Red’ Thorvaldsson 4-5, 8,
13-15, 30, 49, 67-68, 76, 219
n.2
explores Greenland 16-21,
25,46, 49
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Greenland’s leader, 23, 24, 48,
79-80, 101-02, see also
Greenland, Norse;
Brattahlid

Eiriksfjord (Tunulliarfik) 19, 23,
188

Elizabeth of Burgundy (1501-26)
186

Ellesmere Island 42, 71, 72

Emigration 8, 9, 13, 15, 22, 67, 76,
182, 204

England 4, 13, 17,37, 71,77, 78, 85,
95, 103, 105-06, 108, 129, 139,
141-42, 146, 151-54, 156-57,
165,167,175, 181, 185, 187,
198, 200, 207, 217, see also
Greenland; Iceland; Monarchs;
Norway; Trade

English Pilot 204

Environmental damage 9, 25, 31

Epidemics — see Black Death; Diseases

Erlend Philippuson (fl. 1380s-1410),
114-16, 130

Eskimos — see Native peoples

Espdlin, Jon (1769-1836) 129

Estotilant — see Zeno, Nicolo the
younger

Eucharist — see Sacraments

Euphemia Eiriksdaughter (1317-2)
124

Excommunication 91

Export goods 7, 23, 39, 42, 57, 59,
71,92, 101-03, 105, 107-10, 112,
114-15, 125, 134, 138, 143, 154,
167,182,235 n. 17

Exeter 181

Eyjolf Arnfinnsson 154

Eyrbyggja Saga 62—63

Facundus Novius (fl. Ist century BC)
17

Faeroe Islands 13, 50, 78, 92, 94, 95,
123, 150, 160, 163, 194
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Fakes xiv, xviii, xxiii, 171, 190, 201,
213, 217, see also Myths;
Vinland Map

Falcons 102—-03, 109, 113, 187, see
also Export goods

Famine 118, 181

‘Farm Beneath the Sand’ 29, 59,
71-72,105, 158

Farmhands — see Servants

Farming 10, 13, 20, 26, 31-32,
35-38, 55,60,96,111,119, 131,
137, 140, 152, 158, 160, 163-65,
189, 193

Feathers and down 20

Ferguson, Robert 2

Fernandes, Francisco (fl. ca. 1500)
178-79

Fernandes, Jodo (fl. ca. 1500) 17682

Ferrara, Duke of (Ercole I d’Este,
1471-1505), 174

Feudalism, 41

Fillastre, Guillaume (1348-1428),
170-71

‘Fimbudir’ 188

Finland 12, 65

Finnmark 151, 153

Fire stones 52

Fischer, Josef, S.J. (1858-1944) 171,
214-15, see also Vinland Map

Fish and fishing 8, 13, 17-18, 20,
26, 29, 32-38, 42—43, 53, 55, 60,
62,73, 108-10, 135-57, 165—69,
173-78, 181-82, 188, 190, 193,
197,199, 207

Flanders 92, 103

Fl6amannasaga 18

Floki Vilgerdsson 20, 137

Food storage and preparation —
see Dairying and dairy
product; Diet

Foote, Peter G. 17

Forests and forestry — see wood

Forster, John (fl. 1470s) 167
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Forster, John Reinhold (1729-98)
205

Fra Mauro — see Maps and
Mapping

France 50, 121, 142, 157, 181, 216

Fredskild, Bent 163—64

Freydis Eiriksdaughter 21, 24, 48,
54-57, 82

Frislandia — see Zeno, Nicolo the
younger

Frobisher, Martin (ca. 1535/39-94)
60, 69, 191, 194-96

Frobisher Strait 69

Fuel 25, 26, 29, 39-40, 102

Fur 37, 50, 54, 56-57, 59, 71, 92,
102-03, 106-08, 110-11, 187,
196, 216

Gad, Finn (1911-91) 87, 194

Gade, Kari Ellen 2

Galway 157

Gamborg Brisd, Benedicte 2

Gamli sdattmali 87, see also Iceland,
relations with Norway

Gardar (farm) 21, 23, 24, 26, 31,
80-82

Gardar See 70, 74, 80—100, 108,
114, 133,147, 155, 160, 162,
171, 188, see also Bishops,
Greenland

Garde, T. V. (fl. 1880s—90s) 200

Gauk Trandilsson 5

Geographia — see Ptolemaios,
Claudius

Geographical concepts, xvii—xx,
7-8, 14-15, 64-69, 170-75, 177,
179-80, 184-96, 198-200, see
also Maps and mapmakers

Geology 3, 52,59, 118

Gerald of Wales (ca. 1146-1223) 7

Germany 51, 171, 215

Gesta Danorum — see Saxo
Grammaticus
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Gestae Arthuri 68
Gisli Gunnarsson 30-31
Gisli Oddsson (1593-1638)159-60,
see also Bishops — Iceland
Gissur Thorvaldsson 121
Gissur the White 120, 123
Glass 83, 107, 108, 132
Gold 60, 83, 90, 91, 168, see also
Metalworking
Gonsalves, Joao (fl. ca. 1500) 176,
178-90
Gothic style 104, see also Art,
artefacts
Graah, W. A. (fl. 1830s) 200
Grain xviii, 10, 42, 52, 55, 93, 102,
110, see also Diet; Farming;
Vinland
Grapes xviii, 50-51, 53, 58, 101, see
also Vinland
Great Akrar — see Akrar
Great Lakes 52
Greenland Company 198-99
Greenland, contemporary 8, 10, 75,
see also Denmark
Greenland, Island of xvii—viii, 3, 7,
18-19, 65, 83,177,220 n. 2
Greenland, Norse — beginning of
colony 1, 4, 8, 21, 25, 31, 40, 47
conditions in 2, 20, 30, 60,
99,118
Eastern Settlement 8, 11, 20,
22, 54,60, 98, 164
‘Middle’ Settlement 33
Western Settlement 8, 11,
19-20, 29, 34, 49, 54, 55,
59, 60, 70, 112-13, 158-60
end of settlements 1, 4-5, 9-11,
158-66, 182-83, 185, 201- 02
natural resources 42—45, 47,
60, 101-02, 162—-64
relations with England 105-
06, 108, 143, 145-47, 149,
168—-69, 182-83
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relations with Iceland 58,
117-18, 127-28, 130-33,
144-45, 147, 166
relations with Norway and
Denmark—Norway 10-11,
41,74-76,79, 86-98, 111—
12,118, 166, 185-87, 197
theories about colony’s
demise 8-9, 34-36, 39, 41,
70, 96, 158-63, 165, see
also Brattahlid; Eirik ‘the
Red’ Thorvaldsson ‘Farm
Beneath the Sand;” Gardar
(farm); Herjolfsness;
Hvalsey; Norse, people;
Thjodhild Jorundsdaughter
Greenland, ‘Old’ 184-85, see also
Geographical concepts
Goats — see Farming
Graveyards — see Burials and burial
customs
Grimsby 108
Groenlandia 188
Greenlands anndll (Greenland’s
annal) xix, 70, 189, 190
Gronlands Historiske Mindesmaerker
XIX—XX
Grypp, Carsten (?—1553) 172
Gudrid Thorbjornsdaughter, 49, 51,
54, 56-57, 155
Gudrun Styrsdaughter 129, 141
‘Gunnbjarnarskerries’ 16, 18, 188
Gunnbjorn Ulfsson 16
Gunnlaug Leifsson 47

Haabet 198-99

Hdkonar saga Hdkonarsonar 87, 89
Hakon Jonsson 115

Halogaland 150, 151, 189
Hilsingborg 140

Hafgrim (settler of Vatnahverfi) 23
Hakluyt, Richard (1552-1616) 204
Hall, Charles Francis (1821-71) 215
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Hall, James (?-1612) 195, 198

Hall Olafsson 126, 134, 150

Halls, festal — see Buildings and
building customs

Hamar (Norway) 81

Hamburg xii, xvii, 78, 120, 191, 193

Hanseatic League vi, xii, xiii, 109-11,
117, 138-40, 142, 152, 156-57,
166, 168, 172, 193, see also Trade

Harley, J. Brian (1932-91) 64

Harvard University 206

Haukadale 15

Heathens — see Pagans

Hebrides ix, xii, 5, 12—13, 76, 95,
123, see also Scotland

Hedeby, 106, see also Trade

Heineson, Mogens (1545-89) 194

Helgason, Agnar 202

Helgi Gudnason 155

Helgi Thorbrandsson 23

Helluland 22, 49-50, 59, 182, 201,
209-10, 225, n. 4

Helluland Project 72

Herbert, Francis 2

Herjolf Bardsson 21-22, 76

Herjolfsness x, xv, 6, 21-22, 26, 438,
59,71, 82,99-100, 111-12, 143,
14648, 185, 188, 193, see also
Greenland, Norse

Heyerdahl, Thor (1914-2002) xx

Historia Norvegice xix, 7, 14-15,
47, 66

Historie von Grionland — see
Vinland Map

Hitler, Adolf (1889—-1945) 215, see
also Vinland Map

Hjallti Skjeggjason 120

Hoaxes — see Fakes; Myths;
Vinland Map

Hoegsberg, Mogens Skaaning 2, 82

Holand, Hjalmar (1872-1963) 208—
09, see also Runic inscriptions

Holar See — see Bishops — Iceland
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Holm, Gustav Frederik (1849—-1940)
xv, 200
Holsteinborg 47
Honey 102, 108
Hép 55, 68,210
Horses — see Farming
House of Commons 142
Hrafn (settler of Hrafnsfjord) 22
Hrafn Gudmundsson 141
Hudson, Henry (?— ca. 1611) 190
Hudson Bay 59-60, 72
Hudson Strait 59, 60, 72
Hull 149, 152, 153, 156, 168
Hunting 7, 13, 20, 32, 36, 38-39, 41—
44,47, 50, 55, 59-60, 63, 68, 70—
72,82-84, 101, 105-06, 112, 188,
209, see also Walrus; Whales
and whaling
Hvalsey farm 21, 23, 82, 98, 99, 127-
28,130-32, 141, 143-47, 185
Church, x, xiii, 23, 86, 111,
131, 133, 199, 200
1408 wedding 70, 132-33, 141,
162, 185, see also
Greenland, Norse
Hvarf188
Hvitramannaland 56, see also Myths
Hvitsark (Hvitserk) 172, 188, 195
Hygiene 3637, 118, see also Diseases
Hpystoria Tartarorum — see Vinland
Map

Iberian Peninsula 50, 139, 147, 169,
174-78, 181
Ice ix, X, xv, xviii, 37, 18, 30-31, 33,
43-44,47,74,101, 139, 173-74,
184, 185, 187-88, 194-96, 198,
200, 212
Iceland xvii—viii, 1, 33, 34, 38, 40, 50,
52,54,59,110-11
settlement of 4-5, 20
physical conditions in 3,9, 15,
30,118
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relations with England 136,
138-43, 148-57
relations with Greenland
58, 117-18, 14345
relations with Norway and
Denmark-Norway 41, 75,
76-79, 86, 117-25, 129-30,
134-36, 13940, 142, 142,
145, 148-57
Iliad 68
Illumination — see Fuel
India iv, xiv, 177, 190, 197
Indians — see Native peoples
Ingeborg Hakonsdaughter (1301—ca
1360/64) 124
Ingimund Thorgeirsson 83, 121
Ingstad, Anne Stine (1918-97) 51,
see also L' Anse aux Meadows;
Newfoundland
Ingstad, Helge (1899-2001) 1, 47,
50, see also L’Anse aux
Meadows; Newfoundland
Ingvi Thorsteinsson 164
Ink — see Vinland Map
Inuit — see Native peoples
Inventio fortunata xiii, xvii, 68—69,
112,169
Ireland 4, 7, 13, 40, 78, 160, 168, 205
Iron 7, 42-45, 59-60, 66, 70-71,
102, 107, 147, 209, 213, 224 n.
27 and 28, 227 n. 22, see also
Metalworking
Irving, Washington (1783-1859)
64
Iscaria — see Zeno, Nicolo the
younger
Islandske Annaler (Icelandic Annals)
xvili—xix, 58, 118, 159
Islendingabdk — see Book of the
Icelanders
Isolation 1, 9, 75, 143, 163, 168, 183
Ttaly 170
Itinerario 190
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Ivar Bardsson 31, 68-70, 94-95, 134,
141, 189

Ivory 7, 42, 83, 92, 103-05, 108-10,
112, 156, 187, see also Export
goods; Walrus

Jerusalem 64, 130

Jdrnsioa 123

J6n ‘Greenlander’ 193

Jén Guttormsson 125

Jon Jénsson 141

Jonsbok 123

Jénsson, Arngrimur (1568-1648) 188

Jénsson, Finnur (1858-1934) 187,
193

Jorunn Bjornsdaughter 127

Julian of Fowey 167

Kalmar Treaty, 1397 xiii, 98, 124, 194

Kara Sea 65

Karelians 65-67, see also Maps and
mapping — Claudius Clavus

Karlsefni — see Thorfinn Karlsefni
Thordsson; Vinland

Katten 195

Kaupang, 10608, see also
Blindheim, Charlotte; Trade

Keller, Christian 2

Kensington rune stone — see Runic
inscriptions; Myths

Ketil (settler of Ketilsfjord) 22

Kiel 172

Kielsen, Ove (1803-64) 6

Kingittorssuaq rune stone — see
Runic inscriptions

Kings — see Monarchs

King’s Mirror xix, 7-8, 44, 101

Kings Lynn xiii, xiv, 68, 140, 151,
152-53, 155, 170

Kinship 24

Knarrar-Leif 87

Knight, John (?-1606) 195

Knights Templar 206
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Knox-Johnston, Sir Robin 18

Kola Peninsula 194

Kollgrim xiii, 131

Konungsskuggsjd — see King’s Mirror

Kristin Bjornsdaughter — see
Vatnsfjord-Kristin

Kristin Thorsteinsdaughter — see
Akra-Kristin

Kristinsson, Axel 37

Kurlansky, Mark 33

Laaland (Denmark) 148

Labrador region xiv, 59-60, 71, 168—
69, 174-78, 181-83

Lancaster Sound 42

Landndmabék — see Book of
Settlements

L’Anse aux Meadows vi, 1, 45, 50—
52,57, 72,203, see also Ingstad,
Helge; Ingstad, Anne Stine;
Newfoundland; Vinland

Lapps [Sami] 66

Larsen, Sofus (1855-1938) 172, see
also Myths

Larvik (Norway) 106

Lee, Thomas (?—1982) 58

Lehn, Waldemar 16

Leif Eiriksson xii, xiv, 24, 29, 46,
47-51, 53-55, 57, 59, 63, 76,
201,212,214

Leprosy — see Disease

Licences and privileges 109, 111,
113,115,121, 130, 142, 149, 153,
176, see also Trade

Lindenow, Godske (?—1612) 195

Lindisfarne 77, see also Vikings

Lisbon 174, 176

Literacy 9, 121

Lithuania 192

Loven 195-96

Lovenorn, Poul (1751-1826) 196

Liongurettarbot 155

London 2, 147, 181, 198, 212, 213
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Longhouses — see Buildings and
building customs

Lépez de Gémara, Francisco (1510—
?) 169

Liibeck xii, 110

Lucas, Frederic W. (1842-1932) 205,
see also Zeno, Nicolo, the
younger

Lumber — see Wood

Lutheranism xv, 194, 198

Lynnerup, Niels 2, 28, 35-36

Lyschander, Claus Christoffersen
(1558-1624) viii, 188, 195, 197

Madoc, Prince of Wales viii, 204
Maeshowe 5
Magnetic compass 17-18
Magnusen, Finn (1781-1847) xix, 6,
62,207
Magnusson, Magnus 130
Maine 52, 59, 209, 216
Major, Richard Henry (1818-91)
190, 205
Malfrid Bjornsdaughter 127
Milfrid Torfadaughter 155, 157
Mallet, Paul Henry (1730-1807)
214
Malnutrition 8, 35, 165, see also Diet
Malt 108, 153
Man, Isle of 13
Maps and Mapmakers: Anglo-Saxon
world map (early eleventh
century) 138
Claudius Clavus (map of the
North ca. 1424-27) 65-67,
170-72, 185-86, 192
Fra Mauro (ca. 1450) 18
Nicolaus Germanus (1468,
1482, 1486) 171
Martin Behaim (globe 1492)
152
‘Cantino’ map (1502) viii,
173-75,177
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‘King-Hamy’ sea chart
(1502-05) 177
Martin Waldseemiiller (1507)
xiv, 46
Johannes Ruysch (1507/8)
viii, 175, 177
Diogo Ribeiro (1529, 1531?)
(‘Wolfenbiittel’) 177
Girolamo da Verrazzano
(1529) 216
Olaus Magnus (1539) 172
Henri de Gourmont (1548)
172
Giacomo Gastaldi (1548)
216-17
Pierre Descelier (1550) 69
Nicolo Zeno (1558) ix, xiv,
xxiil, xxv, 171, 189-91,
194, 204-06
Gerard Mercator (1569)
68-69, 191, 195
Abraham Ortelius (1570) 217
Peter Plancius (1594) 189-90
Sigurour Stefdnsson (ca.
1590) 196, 201
Willem Barentsz (1598) ix,
xxv, 184, 189-91
James Hall (1605) 194, 198
Hans Poulsen Resen (1605)
196, 201, 217
Guobrandur Thorldksson
(1606) 196
Joris Carolus (1634) 185, see
also Geographical
concepts; Mercator, Gerard;
Ptolemaios, Claudius
Markland 22, 50, 58—60, 95, 118,
159, 182, 201, 209-10, 217
Marriage 24-25, 32, 40—41, 125-28,
132-35, 141, 144, 145, 155, 186
Marston, Thomas E. (1905-84)
211, see also Vinland Map
Massachusetts 165, 205, 207
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McCrone, Lucy 213, see also
Vinland Map
McCrone, Walter (1916-2002) 213,
see also Vinland Map
McCullough, Karen 2, 42
McGhee, Robert 2
McGovern, Thomas 34, 36, 96, 104,
163
Medicine — see Disease
Mediterranean region 17, 68, 110
Meldgaard, Jorgen (1927-2007)
112
Menzies, Gavin 207
Mercator, Gerard (1512-94) 68—69,
see also Maps and mapping
Merchant Adventurers (of London)
198
Metalworking 4445, 59, 7071,
102, 187, see also Copper; Gold;
Iron; Silver
Middens 34, 104, 112, 113, 165
Mikkelsen, Egil 108
Minnesota 207, 209-10
Mirages 16
Missionaries xv, 48, 76,77, 79, 119,
198, 215, see also Christianity
Monarchs, Danish: Gorm the Old
(rule ca. 900 to ca. 940) 189
Svein Estrithsson (rule 1047—
74), xviii, 14
Dano-Norwegian: Margrethe
Valdemarsdaughter (rule
1387-1412), xiii, 97-98,
113,118, 125, 129-30, 134,
135, 140
Eirik of Pomerania (rule
1412-39), xiii, xiv, 98, 113,
125, 129, 135, 140, 14245,
147-54
Hans (rule 1481-1513) 156-57
Christian I (rule 1450-81) xiv
Christian II (rule 1513-23)
186, 192-94
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Frederik I (rule 1523-33) 193

Fredrik II (rule 1559-88) 87,
194-95

Christian III (rule 1534-59)
172, 193-94

Christian IV (rule 1588-1648)
viii, Xiv, xv, 185, 195-97

English: Arthur (legendary
king of Britain, early 6th
century) 16, 68

Alfred (rule 871-99) xi, 106

Henry II (rule 1154-89) 108

Edward II (rule 1307-27) 103

Henry V (rule 1413-22) xiii,
142

Henry VI (rule 1422-61,
1470-71) xiii, 151, 167

Edward IV (rule 1461-70,
1471-83) xiv, 155, 167

Henry VII (rule 1457-1509)
xiv, 156, 178-79

Elizabeth I (rule 1558-1603)
xiv, 169, 186, 194, 196, 204

James I (rule 1603-25) xiv,
195

Norwegian: Hékon ‘the Good’
Athelsteinsfostri (c. 920—
61) xi, 77

Olaf Tryggvason (rule 995-
1000), xii, 47-48, 77-78,
119-20

Olaf Haraldsson [Saint Olaf]
(rule 1015-28) xii, 77-78

Harald hardradi Sigurdsson
(1047-66) 108

Sigurd ‘Jerusalem-Farer’
Magnusson (ca.
1090-1130) xii, 80

Hakon IV Hékonsson (rule
1217-63), 87

Magnus VI ‘Law
Mender’ Hakonsson (rule
1263-80) 90, 123

270

Eirik II ‘Priest-Hater’
Magnusson (rule 1280-99)
91
Hakon V Magnusson (rule
1299-1319) 91, 110, 124
Magnus Eiriksson (rule
1319-43) 91, 124-25
Hakon VI Magnusson (rule
1343-80) 90, 111, 113, 125
Olaf IV Hékonsson (rule
1380-87) 98, 113,125
Margrethe Valdemarsdaughter
(rule 1387—1412) xiii, 97—
98,113, 118, 125, 129-30,
134-35, 140
Portuguese: Alfonso V (rule
1438-81) 172
Manoel I (rule 1493-1523)
173-74, 176
Swedish: Magnus Eiriksson
(1319-74) 91, 93, 102, 109
Hékon VI Magnusson (joint
rule with his father
1362—64)
Firik of Pomerania (1397—
1439) xiii, xiv, 98, 113, 125,
129, 135, 140, 14245,
147-54
Hans (rule 1497-1501)
156-57
Christian I (rule 1457-64,
1465-67) xiv
Christian II (rule 1520-21)
186, 192-94
Frederik I (rule 1523-33)
193
Monasteries 77, 84, 96, 170, 84, 96,
188-89, 191, 197
Monks xiii, 18, 20, 47, 77, 191
Monsters, Monstrous races, vi, 7,
56, 65-68, 72, 101, 192, see
also Myths
Morgan le Fay 16
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Moscow, Grand Duke of (Vasily III
Ivanovitch, rule 1505-33) 192

Munkeliv monastery (Bergen) 96

Murder — see Violence

Muslims 67, 103

Myths xix, 1, 6-7, 56, 68, 72, 79, 172,
201,201-17

Nadd-Odd the Viking 16
Nancy, France 65-66, 170-72
Nansen, Fridtjof (1861-1930) 202
Napartok Bay 50
Narwhal — see Whales and whaling
National Museum, Copenhagen 11,
39, 42
National Museum, Greenland 132
National Socialists (Nazis) 214—15
Native peoples vi, xviii, 5, 9, 59, 60
Amerindians 12, 53-57, 59,
62,72-73
Dorset 20, 38, 41, 58, 59-60,
62, 63, 70-73, 84
Thule, xi, xvii, 20, 38, 59, 60,
62-63, 69-73, 84, 100, 159,
see also Skreelings
Navigation 3, 10, 17-18, 60
drifting off 7, 16, 22, 47, 58,
113-16, 125, 134, 185
instruments in 17—-18
Near and Middle East 104
Netherlands 186, see also Flanders
New Brunswick 52
New France 216, see also
Norumbega
New Haven, Connecticut 211
Newcastle 153
Newfoundland region xii, xiv, 1, 45,
50-52, 59, 143, 157, 168—69, 174—
75,177, 179-81, 208, 217, see
also Ingstad, Anne Stine Ingstad,
Helge; L' Anse aux Meadows
Markland; Vinland
Newfoundland Banks 143, 157

Newport Tower, Rhode Island, viii,
6, 20608, 212, see also Myths
Nicholas of Lynn (fl. 14th century)
68
Nidaros — see Archbishops, Norway
Nielsen, Niels 44—45
Njal’s Saga 5
Norlund, Poul (1888-1951) 26, 59,
71, 84, 99-100, 112, 146
Noordsche Compagnie 197
Norbarn — see Bergen (Norway)
Norby, Seren (? —1530) 192, 194
NorOrseta 42, 47, 105
Normandy xi, 147
Norse people
cultural, political and social
customs 6-9, 12-13, 31-32,
38-39,41-42, 73, 80, 85, 99
language 50, 79
marriage customs 24
naming customs 48-50, 53, 63
North America — see Canada;
Helluland; Markland,
Newfoundland, Vinland
North Atlantic region vi, vii, ix, Xiv,
XVviii, Xix, 6, 14—15, 24, 33, 38, 40,
42,46, 64, 75-77, 117, 124, 141,
143, 145-47, 149, 151, 153, 155,
157, 165-68, 171-72, 177, 190—
94, 206, 212, 215, 217
North Cape xi, 106
Northeast Passage
North Sea region 6
North Star 17
Northwest Passage 42, 60, 168, 196
Norumbega, viii, 215-17, see also
Myths
Norway, vi, vii, xi, xii, xiii, Xiv, xviii,
2,4,7,9-12,15, 18, 22, 30-34,
37-38, 41, 43, 45-48, 52, 58-59,
65,69, 74, 76-77, 80-98, 102-15,
117-25, 129-30, 134-36, 138—46,
149-50, 152-55, 160-62, 165-68,
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171,173, 175, 186—-87, 189-90,
192-94, 205, 208, 21415, see
also England; Greenland;
Iceland; Monarchs; Trade

Norwegian National Library 2

Norwich 181

Nova Scotia 51, 52, 174

Novaya Zemlya 190-91, 197

Novgorod 67, 110

Nunneries — see Monasteries

Nuremberg 152, 216-17, see also
Myths; Norumbega

Nutrition — see Diet

Nuuk region 19, 101, 198-99, see
also Greenland, Norse —
Western Settlement

Nyegaard, Georg 2, 132

Odd from Sjoltar 87

Ollumlengri 185, 188, 191

Ohthere (fl. ca. 890) xi, 106-07

Oil and blubber 26, 29, 33, 40, 71,
102, 110, see also Fuel

Olaf Bjornsson 127, 128

Olaf Thorsteinsson 126

Olaf the White (king of Dublin) 76

Olafssudinn

Olaus Magnus (1490-1557) see
Archbishops, Sweden; Maps and
Mapmakers — Olaus Magnus

Oral history 5, 52, 69

Orkney Islands viii, xiv, 5, 13, 38, 85,
95, 98, 108, 113, 190, 204-05,
see also Scotland

Orosius, Paulus (ca. 375-418?) 106

Owen Gwynnedd, Prince of North
Wales, 204, see also Myths

Oxford 69

Pacific Ocean 14

Pagans 7, 27, 53, 65, 67, 69-70, 76—
79, 84, 99-100, 120, 137, 150,
158-59, 160-62, 197
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Painter, George D. (1914-2005),
211, see also Vinland Map
Palaeo-botanical studies 10, 163
Pall Hallvardsson (priest) 70, 133
Pal(l) Magnusson 133
Pélsson, Gisli 202
Pélsson, Hannes (fl. 1520s)150-52,
161
Papal letters xvii, 85, 90, 99, 16-62,
see also Popes of Rome
Parish system 85, 95-96, 161-62
Paul Knutsson (fl. mid-14th
century) 208
Peabody Museum of Archaeology
and Ethnology 206
Peary, Robert (1856-1920) 16
Penobscot river, Maine 216, 217
Petersen, Carl (fl. ca. 1900) 170
Philippa, English princess (1394—
1430) xiii, 129
Pilgrim Fathers 165
Pilots — see Navigation
Pining, Didrik (ca. 1428-91) 156—
57,172
Piningsdémur xiv, 157
Piracy 5, 12-13, 119, 152, 172, see
also Vikings
Plague — see Black Death
Pliny the Elder (AD 23-79) 66, 68
Plumet, Patrick 2
Pohl, Frederick 206
Poland 192
Polar bears — see Bears — white
Pollen studies — see Palaeo-
botanical studies
Pontoppidan, Erik (1698-1764) 214,
see also Bishops, Norway
Popes — Avignon: Clement VI (rule
1342-52) 94, 102
Rome: Pascal (rule 1099—
1118) 212
Gregory IX (reign 1227-41)
52
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John XXI (rule 1276-77) 90
Nicholas III (rule 1277-80)
91
Nicholas V (rule 1447-55)
99, 160, 162
Alexander VI (rule 1492—
1503) 99, 162
Leo X (rule 1513-21) xvii,
see also Papal letters
Popham Beach, Maine 209, see also
Myths
Population estimates 165, 181, 202
Portugal — see Iberian Peninsula
Pothorst, Hans (1440?—90? Fl. 1470s)
172
Pottery (stoneware) 99, 111
Powel, David (1549/52-98) 204
Priests 69, 76, 77, 85, 96-97,
214-15
Iceland 83, 120-21, 128
Greenland vi, 70, 79, 84-86,
89, 133, 154, 161-62
Norway 31, 8568-569, 80,
93-94, 230 n. 25
Prince Christian’s Sound 21, 191
Protestants — see Lutheranism
Ptolemaios, Claudius [Ptolemy]
(ca. 90-168) xiii, 14, 170, 175
Purchas, Samuel (1577?—1626)
189, 204
Purchas his Pilgrimes 189
Pygmies — see Monsters and
Monstrous races; Skreelings

Qassiarsuk — see Brattahlid

Queens — see Monarchs

Quinn, David Beers (1909-2002)
167, 169

Rafn, Carl Christian (1795-1864)
Xix, 6, 62, 207

Reisubok Bjarnar — see Bjorn
Finarsson ‘Jerusalemfarer’
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Rettarbot (amended law) 109, 113,
124,125, 155

Ramah Bay 59

‘Rhiphaean mountains’ xviii

Richard (English fish merchant)
14041, 149

Ritual 84, 99

Roberval, sieur de — see De la
Rocque, Jean Frangois

Rognvald Kali 108

Rome xvii, xx, 17, 83, 90-91, 97, 98,
109, 130, 160-62, 172,175, 192

Roskilde Cathedral 155

Royal Geographical Society 212

Runic inscriptions 5, 32, 42, 99, 207,
209-10

Russia 12, 65, 150, 191, 194, 195

Sabo, Deborah 60

Sacraments 52, 53, 76, 85, 162

Seemund Oddsson 129-30, 134, 144

Semund Sigftsson 121, 122

Saga of Eirik the Red xviii, 5, 14, 15,
27, 47-50, 52, 54, 56, 62, 66, 68,
76-77

Saga of the Greenlanders xviii, 5, 14,
15, 54, 56, 62; — about Bjarni
Herjolfsson, 21-22, 45, 4749

Saga of the Sworn Brothers [Saga
of the Foster Brothers] 29, 31, 80

Sailing routes — see Navigation

Saint Augustine of Canterbury
(?-604) xi, 77

St. Lawrence region 52, 216-17

Saint Olaf (Olaf Haraldsson) — see
Monarchs — Norway

Saintonge — see Alfonce [Alfonse],
Jean

Salt 33, 38, 110, 137, 139, 140, 157,
181

Sandefjord (Norway) 106

Sandness 19, 49, 59

Saracens 102
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Saxo Grammaticus (ca. 1150-1220)
189, 195

Saxons 77

Scania 140

Schafer, David K. 206

Schellendorp, Stephan (fl. 1520s) 150

Sciringes heal [Skiringssal] — see
Kaupang

Schledermann, Peter 2, 42, 71

Schleswig 148

Schofield, Ed 164

Scoresby, William, the Younger
(1789-1857) xv, 184—-86, 200-01

Scoresby Sound 184, 200

Scotland xii, xiii, 4, 12, 78, 90, 113,
123, see also Hebrides; Orkney
Islands; Shetland Islands

Sculptures — see Art and artefacts

Scurvy — see Disease

Seals 7, 20, 29, 33, 36,91, 111, 165,
193, see also Hunting

Seattle 29

Seaver, David xxi, 2

Seaver, Hannah 2

Seaver, Paul 2

Selby, John 151

Seller, John (ca. 1630-97) 204

Servants 24, 37, 40, 147

Seven Cities, Island of 157

Sheep — see Farming

Shetland Islands xiv, 13, 95, 113,
123, 135, 205, see also Scotland

Ships and shipping xi, xv, 8, 12, 23—
24,25, 43-44, 51, 53-55, 57-60,
71,74,76,77, 82-83, 87-90, 92,
94-95, 97, 103, 106, 109-10, 113—
15, 118-19, 121, 124-25, 128-30,
134, 139-47, 150-59, 162, 167,
172-75, 179, 182, 186, 188, 190,
192-96, 198-200, 205, 208-09,
214, see also Trade; Wood

Shipward, John (ca.1405-73) 167

Siberia 59, 194
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Sighvat Sturluson (?—1238) 122

Sigmund hvitkollr 125

Sigrid Bjérnsdaughter vii, xiii, 126—
36, 140—41, 143-47, 149, 15354,
157, 166

Silver 90-92, 104, 104, 107, 112,
142, 156, 157, 168, 187, 196,
198, see also Metalworking

Sinclair, Henry (ca. 1345—ca. 1400)
viii, 190, 204-07

Sinus Gruenlanteus 175

Skagafjord region 149, 188

Skalholt xv, xviii, 83, 86, 95, 114,
119-21, 130, 140, 142, 149, 151,
153-55, 159-60, 192, see also
Bishops — Iceland

Skelton, Raleigh Ashlin (1906-70)
211-12, see also Vinland Map

Skolp, Jon (alias Scolvus) 173

Skreelings vi, 5, 7, 61-64, 6670, 73,
89, 159, see also Native peoples

Skuli Bardsson, earl (1189-1240),
122-23

Slaves 24, 37, 40—41, 78

Slavs 67

Smith, Brian 205

Smith Sound 3, 42

Smiths and smithing — see
Metalworking

Snabjorn galti Holmsteinsson 16,
18

Snefellsness 16-17

Snorri Sturluson (1178-1241) 85—
86, 121

Snorri Thorfinnsson 51, 56

Snorri Torfason 129, 141

Soapstone (steatite) 40, 51, 72, 83,
107, 187

Sokki Thorsson 80

Solvi (settler of Solvadale) 22

Solveig Thorsteinsdaughter 115, 126

Sorg monastery 189

Spain — see Iberian Peninsula
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Speculum Historiale — see Vinland
Map

Spirit Pond stones — see Myths

Spitzbergen xiv, xxv, 184, 190-91,
197

Stangarfoli 83

Stavanger 160

Steatite — see Soapstone

Steere, William (fl. early 16th
century) 189

Stefansson, Vilhjalmur (1879-1962)
202

Steinunn Hrafnsdaughter (?—ca.
1507) 126, 129, 131, 146

Stockfish — see Fish and fishing

Storm, Gustav (1845-1903), xviii,
64—-66

Straumfjord 55-56

Sturla Sighvatsson 122

Sturla Thordsson (1214-84)

Sulphur 110

Sun dials (for telling time) 17

Sun compass 18, 22, see also
Navigation

Sun stone 17-18

Sutherland, Patricia 2, 41, 59, 71, 72

Svalbard — see Spitzbergen

Sweden xiii, xiv, xviii, 12, 18, 65, 92,
98, 106, 124-25, 136, 147, 172,
192,209

Tale of the Greenlanders 80—82

Taxes — see Tithes, taxes and fines

Temixtitan 217

Terceira 172, 176, 178

Terra Cortereal 177

Terra Laboratoris 177

Terra Nova 175

Terra del Rey de Portugual 174

Terre Verde 177

Textiles 6, 37-39, 41, 56, 59, 60, 71,
102,110,112, 119, 146-47, 162,
168,176, 181, 193
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Theatrum Orbis Terrarum 217, see
also Norumbega

Thirslund, Seren 2

Thjodhild Jorundsdaughter 15, 24,
27, 76, see also Brattahlid; Firik
‘the Red’ Thorvaldsson

‘Thjodhild’s church’ 27-29, 67, 80,
see also Brattahlid

Thomas, John (fl. ca. 1500) 178-81

Thorbjorn Bérdsson 141

Thorbj6rn Glora (settler in
Siglufjord) 22-23

Thord Eigilsson 94

Thord Jorundsson 141

Thord Sturluson (?—1238) 122

Thorfinn Karlsefni Thordsson
48-50, 51, 54-57, 66, 67, 68, 155

Thorgeir Thorkellsson 120

Thorgils Thordsson 18-19

Thorgrim Solvason 129, 131

Thorhall Asgrimsson 5

Thorkell farserkr (the Far-
Travelled) 21, 23

Thorkell Gellison 5, 67

Thorkell Leifsson 29

Thorkild 189

Thorlaksudinn 114-15, 119

Thorleif Arnason 150

Thorleif Bjérnsson 155-57

Thorleiksstead 128, 135

Thorolf Kveldulfsson 106

Thorstein Firiksson 24, 48—49, 54

Thorstein Eyjolfsson 126-27, 129-36

Thorstein Olafsson (?—1432) 129,
138, 140-66

Thorvald, father of Firik ‘the Red’ 15

Thorvald Eiriksson 24, 48, 53-55,
56, 68

Thorvard [Einarsson?] 24, 55, 57

Thule culture — see Native peoples
— Thule

Thule (place) xi, xvii, 14

Tiera de Labrador 177
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Tierra de los Baccallos 177

Timber — see Wood

Tithes, taxes and fines vi, 74, 80,
85, 88, 90-94, 96-97, 102-03,
106, 109, 110-11, 116, 125, 127,
131, 138, 143, 154, 156, 160, 231
n. 41

Tensberg (Norway) 107

Tools 38, 44, 51, 63, 71

Tordesillas, Treaty of 174, 176, 180

Torfaeus, Thormodus (1636-1719)
214

Torfi Arason (1410?-59) 135, 155

Tourism 28

Trade 7, 8, 13, 17, 24, 32, 37-38, 40,
42,50, 51, 54, 56-59, 67, 70-75,
90, 93, 97-98, 101-03, 105-11,
113-15, 121, 125, 128-30, 133—
34,136, 138-45, 147-54, 15657,
166-68, 170, 175-76, 178, 181,
190, 193-99

Trade restrictions — see Licences
and privileges

Trondheim 66, 104, 108—09, 192, see
also Archbishops — Norway

Trost 195-96

Turf — see Buildings and building
customs; Fuel

Turks 155

Tyacke Sarah, 2

Tyrkir ‘the Southerner’ 53, 225
n. 11

Ulm — see Ptolemaios, Claudius

Ungava Bay region 58-60

Unicorns — see Whales and whaling

Unipeds — see Monsters and
Monstrous races

University of California at Davis
213

University College, London 213

Uppsala 209

Utrecht xiv, 155
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Vache, John 151

Valkendorf, Erik — see Archbishops,
Norway

Van der Meulen, Daniel (late-16th
century) 189

Van Linschoten, Jan Huyghen
(1563-1611) 190

Vatican archives xx, 162

Varde (Norway) 175

Vatnahverfi district 23, 111, 147

Vatnsfjord-Kristin 135, 144, 155

Vebak, Christen Leif (1913-94) 18,
84, 85

Venice 130, 205

Verrazzano, Giovanni da (ca.
1485—ca. 1528) 216, see also
Norumbega

Verrazzano, Girolamo da (fl. 1520s)
216, see also Maps and
Mapmakers; Norumbega

Vienna texts — see Bjornbo, Axel
Anton; Maps and mapmakers —
Claudius Clavus

Vigfus Ivarsson 134

Viking Millennium 10, 29

Vikings 12-13, 17, 40, 50, 67,
77-78, see also Piracy

Vincent of Beauvais (ca. 1190—
12642?), 212, see also Vinland
Map

Vinland xvii—viii, 5, 14, 50, 52—59,
62, 67-68, 210

Vinland Map xviii, 6, 79, 210-14,
see also Fakes; Fischer, Josef, S.J.

Vinland Map and Tartar Relation —
see Vinland Map

Vinland Sagas — see Saga of Eirik the
Red; Saga of the Greenlanders,

Violence 15, 28, 35, 40—41, 56-57,
70, 85, 138, 144, 149, 154

Volcanic activity 3,9, 118, 164,
175

Von Damminn, Balthazar xiii, 151
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Wahlgren, Erik (1909-90) 210
Wallace, Birgitta Linderoth 2, 51

Wallis, Helen (1924-95) 212, 242 n.

17, see also Vinland Map

Walrus and walrus tusks 7, 42, 47,
66,71, 80, 83, 84, 91-92,
102-10, 112, 156, 187, see also
Hunting; Ivory; Trade

Warde, Richard (fl. ca. 1500) viii,
178-81

Weapons — see Arms and armour

Werner, Alfred Emil Anthony
(1911-2006) 212, 213, see also
Vinland Map

West Indies 204

Western Settlement — see
Greenland, Norse

Westford stone viii, 206, see also
Myths

Westman Islands xiii, 139, 147, 148,
150-51

Whales and whaling 20, 34, 62, 102—
04,110, 168, 169, 181, 184-85,
188, 190, 197-98

Wheat — see Grain

White Sea region — see Biarmaland

Wildlappelandi 65
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Wild rice — see Grain

Williams, Henrik 209

Willows Island 84

Wine — see Grapes

Wolfegg Castle (Germany) 171

Wood 6, 10, 15, 22, 24-25, 27, 34, 39,
43-45, 47, 50-51, 57-60, 71, 72,
83,112,119, 132, 181, 195, 209,
see also Ships and shipping

Woodward, David (1942-2004) 64

Wool — see Textiles

Worm, Ole (1588-1655) 168

Yale University 79, 211-13, 215
Yngvild Helgadaughter 104, 155-57

Zeno, Antonio 20406

Zeno, Carlo 204-06

Zeno, Nicolo the Elder 205

Zeno, Nicolo the Younger (1515-?)
1X, Xiv, xxiil, xxv, 171, 189-91,
194, 20406, 21617, see also
Maps and mapmakers; Myths

Zheng He, Chinese admiral (1371—
1435) 207

Zichmni — see Myths; Zeno, Nicolo





